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Can two walk together except they be agreed? 


HE doctrine of Reconciliation is a doc- 
trine of the utmoſt importance to the 
people of God. It ig therefore neceſſary, that 
it ſhould be propefty rated to, and received by 
them, or they will entertain very imperfect 
views, of the plan M ſalvation by Jeſus Chriſt. 
And although the Chriſtian's happineſs does 
not ariſe wholly from a notional, but from an 
experimental knowledge of the truth, as it is in 
Jeſus : Yet ſure I am, that for want of proper 
views of the doctrines of the goſpel, their 
minds are often embarraſſed, and Satan gains 
an advantage over them.—In order then to ob- 
viate theſe, and ſuch like inconveniences ; per- 
mit me to lay before you, 
I. The neceſſity of Reconciliation 3 
II. Its nature, And 
III. The privilege ariſing therefrom. 
A 2 FiRsT. 
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FixsT then, The neceſſity of Reconciliation 
may be diſcovered, from the ſeparation which 
took place between God and Man, on fin be- 
ing introduced into the world by our firſt Pa- 
rents. Now by this ſeparation, we are not to 
underſtand a ſeparation of the Elect from the 
love and favor of God; for though as an holy 
God he always did, and always will hate 
the aul conduct of his people; yet his /ove- 
reign love remains the ſame, becauſe that fix- 


ed -upon the perſons of his people before all 


worlds, without any regard to their future con- 


duct; therefore no n took place in that 
Whoert ; on man's finning againſt him : for we 
are told, that he reffs in his /ave ? which 
love is call'd by the prophet, an everlaſting 
love; + becauſe it is a love of which the perſons 
of his people were the objects before time; 
they continue ſo through time, and will re- 
main ſo, when time ſhall be no more. — This, 
firs, is the /ove of which the apoſtle ſpeaks, 
where he ſays, I am perſuaded, that neither 
death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor 
Powers, nor things preſent, nor things to come, nor 
gelgbt, nor depth, nor any other creature, ſhall bg 
able to ſeparate zs from the love of God, which 
15 in Chriſt Teſus our Lord. I- But by the /epa- 


Fation above-mentioned, we are to underſtand 


7 Zeph. iti. 17. Þ Jer. xxx, 3. 1 Rom. vii. 38, 39. 
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a being cut off from all ſpiritual communion 
with God. Thus it is expreſſed by the pro- 
phet, your iniquities have ſeparated between yau 
and your God, and your jins have hid his face 
from you: * nor can this communion be ever 
reſtored again, till ſatis faction be given to God 
for the effence committed againſt him, and 
we renewed in the ſpirit of our minds. F 
Secondly, The neceſſity of reconciliation will 
further appear, if we conſider what there is 
on God's part, that ſtands oppoſed to the ſin- 
ner's /a/vation, as conſidered in his firſt PA- 
RENTS namely, lau and juſtice. _The lau of 
God requires perfect and perpetual obedience, 
and in caſe of failure, pronounces ſentence of 
death on the offender, This /aw by our firſt pa- 
rent was broken, by which he involved him- 
ſelf in /in, condemnation and miſery, and all his 
poſterity, he being the head and repreſentative 
of the ſame. Therefore ſays the apoſtle, by 
the offence of one, (or by one offence) judgment 
came upon all men to condemnation. 4 Hence it 
appears, that all men as conſidered in Adam, 
ſtand guilty before God, for by the diſobedience 
ef one man, many were made ſinners : S even as 
many as he was the head and repreſentative of. 
But, beſide this original fin in Adam; men 
arg become actual tranſgreſſors of God's law: 


Iſaiah lix. 2. + Eph. iv. 23, f Rom. v. 18. 5 Rom. v. 19. 
for 
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for Adam begot a ſon in his own ene; with 
a corrupt nature, his underſtanding dark, his 
will perverſe and his affections alienated from 
God.—In conſequence of which, we are ſaid 
to go aſiray, (from God) as ſoon as we are born, 
ſpeaking lies. * Hence it is, we become adi 
tranſgreſſors of God's law, and are denomina- 
ted actual finners againſt him, becauſe /in is the 
tranſgreſſion of the law. + And ſo extenſive and 
pure is the lau of God, that it reaches to the 
thoughts and intents of the heart, and con- 
demns for the leaſt failure in thought, word, 
or deed : and as it is ſaid, curſed is every one 
that continueth not in all things written in the 
book of the law to do them ; * ſo juſtice is bound 
to execute that ſentence, either on the /nner, 
or on another in his room : for God hath faid 
the wicked ſhall not go unpunijhed, and the ſoul 
that ſinneth ſhall die. 8 

Thirdly, The neceſſity of reconciliation will 


moreover appear, if we conſider the naturat 


enmity of our hearts againſt God, and all that 
pertains to him. This truth 1s exhibited to 
our view by the apoſtle; where he informs 
us that the carnal mind is enmity againſt God, — 
"tis enmity againſt his being; for the fool (ſpeaks 
ing as he wou'd have it) hath ſaid in his beart, 
there is no God. 


Pf. Iviti. 3. + 3 * in. 44 1 Gal. ii. 10. C Prov. xi. 21. Ez. xvi. 4. 
Natural 
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Natural men have their minds filled with 
enmity againſt the perfections of God; denying 
ſome of them, and miſrepreſenting others, and 
framing him in their minds, altogether /ach an 
one as themſelves. * They have enmity againſt” 
the purpoſes and decrees of God ; which they 
cannot endure and to which they inſolently 
reply, why doth he yet find fault ? who hath re- 
fefted his will ?+ They have enmity againſt the 
providences of God; which they charge with 
inequality, ſaying, the way of the Lord is not 
equal. f— They have enmity in their minds 
alſo againſt Chrit ; and are tacitly (if not vo- 
cally) ſaying, away with him, away with him, 
crucify him. They have enmity againſt his 
offices ; but more eſpecially his 4:ngly office, and 
by their conduct declare, we will nat have this 
man to reign over us. They have enmity a- 
gainſt his ſalvation ; preferring away which 
God hathyorbidden, (by the deeds of the law) 
to one that he hath appointed, namely, by 
Jeſus Chrift, altho' there is ſalvation in no o- 
ther . They have enmity againſt the Goſpel, 
and the dockrines it contains; for when Jeſus 
was ſpeaking of his divinity, and equality with 
the Father, the Jews 700k up flones to ſtone 
Bim. ++ They have enmity againſt his ordi- 
» pfalm I. 21. + Rom. ix. 19. 1 Exek. xvii. 25. $ John xix. 15. 

Luke xix, 14. {| Rom. in. 20. Act iv. 12, 


Tt Johan x. 30, 31. 
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nances, which they wilfully flight and neglect, 
and what God ſaid to the people of old is ap- 
plicable to all ſuch ; ye are gone away from my 
ordinances, and Have not kept them. * They 
have enmity likewiſe againſt his Spirit, whom 
the world cannot receive, becauſe 1t ſeeth him 
not, neither knoweth him, Þ as alſo againſt his 
operations, which they deride and ridicule, be- 
cauſe tbey are fooliſhneſs unto them. 1 They 


have enmity againſt his people, as appears from 


our Lord's words, becauſe I have choſen you out 


of the world, therefore the world hateth you. &— 


They have enmity alſo againſt the word of 
God; for the carnal mind is not ſubject to the 
law of God, neither indeed can be. From theſe 
conſiderations then, reconciliation mult evi- 
dently appear neceſſary to every attentive reader. 


Having conſidered the neceſſity of reconci- 


liation, let us now proceed, 

II. To its Nature. And firſt, let it be re- 
membered, that reconciliation does not conſiſt 
(as ſome have ſ 


ſyppoſcd) in reſtoring the re- 


deemed to the love and favor of God, for his % 


vereign love remains always and invariably the 
ſame, becauſe it has for its object not the con- 
duct, but the perſons of his people.—But to 
this perhaps ſome may object and ſay, does not 


Mal. iti. 7. + John xiv. 27. T 1 Cor. ii. 14. C John xv. 19. 
1 Rom. viii. 7» 
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the apoſtle tell the Epheſians that they were by 
nature children of wrath, even as others ?*. 
Yes he does. But we ate not to ſuppole that 
the apoſtle meant to ſuggeſt, that their per- 
ſons were ever the objects of God's wrath ; for 
that wou'd make him appear to be of 7s 
minds, who is only of one, + and him to 
appear changeable, with whom is no variable- 
neſs, neither ſhadow of turning; 4 by repreſent- 
ing that he loves the perſons to day, who were 
yeſterday the objects of his wrath, But what 
the apoſtle meant was to remind the Ephe- 
fians; that they were by nature a people de- 
ſerving the wrath of God, even as others, or, 
that they were by nature wrathful children, 
wrathful againſt God, againſt his word, againſt 
his people, and every thing that is goed. An- 
other perhaps may object, ſaying, does not 
the pſalmiſt tell us, that God is angry with the 
wicked every day? $—he does. But it is not 
with the per/ons of his people, with whom 
he is angry, but with their Anful conduct, 
which as an boly God he muſt naturally hate 
both before and after converſion ; and thus 4 
parent may love the perſon of his child, while 
as a moral man he muſt hate the child's in- 
moral conduct. But another objector may ſay, 
does not the Evangeliſt tell us, he that be- 
ph. ii. 3. + Job xxiy, 13. f James i, 17. 5 Plal. vii. 11. 


B lieveth 
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lieveth not the Son ſhall not ſee life, but the 
wrath of God abideth on him: * he does. 
But this paſſage cannot refer to the redeemed 
of the Lord; becauſe they are delivered (by 
Chriſt) from wrath to come; + but it 


refers to, and deſcribes the ate of thoſe, 


who live and die in unbelief, viz. they ſhall 
not ſee liſe, but the wrath of God abideth on 
them: agreeable to our Lord's own words; 
he that Selieveth not (that is, he that dies in a 


ſtate of unbelief) ſhall be damned. 4 


But fecondly, reconciliation conſiſts in ſatis- 


fying law and juſtice on God's part, and fub- 


duing the natural enmity of the heart on the 
finner's part; the former is the work of CHriſ, 
the latter the work of the /p:r:z, and thus is 
the inner excluded from having any hand in 
his own falvation ; for there is nothing that he 
can do to make peace with God or ſatis faction 
for ſin, he cannot do it by his works, for they 
are impure and imperſect: & nor by his repent- 
ance, for that the law does not admit of, nor 
is it any ſatisfaction to it: nor by his faith, 


for that does not make, but receives the atone- 


ment. |} In ſhort, there is nothing can make 
reconciliation on God's part, but anſwering the 


demands of law and juſtice. C Here then, my 


John ii, 36, + 1 The. i. 10. f Mark xvi. 16. $ Iſa. xiv. 6. 
|| Rom, v. 11. q Rom, vi. 7 4. | 
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brethren, we ſee the abſolute neceſſity of 
Chriſt, in the otfice capacity of a Surety ; * 
who in his covenant eugagements with his 
Father, even before all worids, ſaid, Lo, [ 
come, to do thy will, O God. + And the pro- 
miſe made, or the bond given was equally as 


efficacious with the Father, for the dz/charge 


of his people ; as though its Conditions had 
been then fulfilled. Hence it is, that the 
people of God, who lived Sire the coming 
of Chriſt, were equally benefited by the work 
of Chriſt, with thoſe who lived at, and fnce 


that glorious period: the former went to 


Heaven, looking to, and depending on the 
blood, and righteouſneſs of the Saviour, that 
was to come ; and the latter, looking to, and 
depending on the ſame Saviour, who has been 
here. But let us attend a little to the work 
of this our Surety, which was to do the 
will of God. Now the will of God was, that 
the lau ſhould be fulfilled, and its penalty ſut- 
fered, Theſe Jeſus chearfully and voluntarily 
undertook, for which purpole, à bady was pre- 
fared him ; I and when the fulneſs of time was 
come, God ſent forth his Son, made of a wo- 
man, made under the lau, to redeem them that 
were under the law; $ and while here below, 
{ave to his people, and faithfulneſs to his en- 
* Heb, vii, 22, f Heb. x. g. 1 Heb. x. 5, J Gal. iv. 4, 5. 
B 2 gagements 
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gagements with the Father, led him to pay the 
ſtricteſt attention, to the work which he had 
undertaken, and his whole life of upwards of 
thirty and three years, was ſpent in fnle/s obe- 
dience to the /aw of God. Hence we are told, 

he did no fin, neither was guile found in his 
mouth; * which truth is corroborated by one 
of his enemies (namely Pilate) ſaying, T find in 


him no fault at all; + and further manifeſted 


by the teſtimony of his Father, ſaying, this is 
my beloved Son in whom I am well pleaſed. | 
Thus hath Jeſus magni ified the law and made it 
| honorable ; Fand brought in everlaſting righte- 
euſneſs ; || for the ju/? cation of all his people 
before the Father: and the way by which this 
righteouſneſs becomes ours, is by imputation, 
for Bleſſed is the man unto whom God imputeth 
Tighteouſneſs without works ; that i is, with- 
out works as the cauſe of God's imputing 
righteouſneſs to him.—But it was not only 
neceſſary, that he ſhou'd fulfil the law, but 
© Juſtice required alſo that he (as his people's 
Jurety) ſhould ſuffer its penalty, in order to 
which the F ather laid (or cauſed to meet) on 
him the | iniquity of them all.“ * Here Chriſtian 
ſtop, and behold with gratitude and thank - 
Juineſs this Rupendous act! he took ALL II- 


7 x Pet. ii. 22. + John xviii. 38. 1 Matt. iii. 17. & Ifaiah xlii. 21. 
I Dan. ix. 24, J Rom., iv. 6. » Ifaiah v. 3, 6. 
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qQuiTyY from the perſons of his people, and laid 
it on the perſon of Chriſt in their room, and 
thus he, who knew fin, (as committed by 


himſelf) was made fin for them, “ By this gra- 


cious act it was, Chriſtian, that you were ac- 
quitted, and CHriſt became charged with your 
debt. See him ſweating under the ponderous 
load, as it were, great drops of Blood, F 
with his ſoul exceeding ſorrouful even unto 
Death, View him led away to Calvary, 8 
where be bore our ſins in his own body, on 
the tree. There juftice exacted the whole 
of the debt, and there it was, that he gave hit 
life à ranſom for many. C Thus we find that he 
put away n by the*/acrifice of himſelf ; * 
finiſhed tranſgreſion made an end of fin, and 
made reconciliation for iniquity ; FT and peace 
(on God's part) by the blood of his Croſs : tt 


and all this, oh ! wonderful to tell, was done. 


while we were yet ſinners ; § from hence 
then, we may ſee, that mercy and truth are met 
together, righteouſneſs and peace have Med each 
other. ||| 

But ſome (perhaps) may ſay; if Chriſt 
hath perfectly fulfilled the law, and died to 
ſuffer its penalty, of what vusE then is the 


law ? is it not from thence become totally 


* 2 Cor. v. 21. 1 Luke xxii. 44. 1 Mark xiv. 34. Y Luke xxiv. 33. 
Y x Pet. ü. 24. C Matt. xx. 28. ** Heb. ix. 26. ++ Dan. ix. 24. 
1t Col. i. 20. IF Rom. v. 3. I Pſalm Ixxxv. 10. 
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ABOLISHED fe believers D- ſhall anſwer the 
firſt part of this queſtion, in the words of the 
apoſtle, by ſaying, the law is good, if a man uſe it 
lawfully. * But it is unlawful for a man to ule 
it, thinking to work out for himſelf a zu/tzfy- 

ing righteouſneſs ; becauſe by the deeds of the 
Jaw, there thall no fleſh be 7u/ifed in his 


Abt; ＋ Chriſt being the end of the law for 


righteouſneſs to every one that Selieveth. * It 
is likewiſe unlawful for him to uſe it, ex- 


pecting to gain eternal life by it; becauſe that 


is the gi? of God, through Jeſus Chriſt our 
Lord. $—'Tis unlawful alſo for a man to 
make uſe of it, in order to obtain peace of Con- 


* ference by it; for peace and joy are obtained, 


in believing. || Tis equally unlawful for him 
to uſe it, either for his preſent, or future ac 
ceptance with God; becauſe we are accepted in 
the beloved, ¶ and no other way. And whoſo- 
ever attempt to obey the law, for any of the 
above purpoſes, are diſhonorers of God, and de- 
cervers of their own ſouls : and all their an- 
czed obedience is nothing better than an act of 
rebellion againſt God : by ſetting up a way of 
falvation, in oppoſition to that which he has. 
appointed; namely, by the load and righteouſe. 
neſs of Jeſus Chriſt, 
* x Tim, i, 8. + Rom. iii. 20. t Rom. x. 4. 6 Rom. vi. 23. 
Rom. xy, 13. J Eph. i. 6. 
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But the lawful uſe of the law is, Firſt, to 
convince of fin ; therefore ſaith the apoſtle, by 
the lau is the 4nowledge of fin ; * and again, 
I had not &nown ſin but by the /aw. + It is 
that which the ſpirit of God uſes, in convine- 
ing the ſinner : which he does by holding it 
up to his mind, which is previouſly enlightened ; 
unfolding to him its ſþ:r7:ituality, by which he 
is led to ſee fin to be exceeding ſinful. It 
charges him with it, brings evidence of it, and 
condemns for it; and its ſentence muſt be ex- 
ecuted, where the righteouſneſs of Chriſt is 
not imputed. Well therefore might the apoſ- 
tle ſay, bleſſed is the ney, unto whom God 
imputeth righteouſneſs. 4 

Secondly, It is rel alſo for a believer to 
uſe the lau, as a workman does his rule; in 
order to diſcover the deformity of his work: 
tho' the ru/e affords him no affiſtance in mend- 
ing the ſame. 

Thirdly, He may likewiſe uſe it as a ooking= 
glaſs, in which he may ſee (by the light of the 
ſpirit) what manner of man he is, how carnal, 
how corrupt, and how far he is (in himſelf) 
from that perfection which God in his law re- 
quires: by which he will be led to prize the 
righteouſneſs of Chriſt, and deſire with the a- 
poſtle, to be found in Bim, not having on his 


® Rom, ith, 20. + Rem, vu, 7. 1 Rem. iv. 6. 
SWN 
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own righteouſneſs, but u1s, who is the end 
of the law for righteouſneſs to every one that 
believeth.® Thus much for the former part 
of the objection, 

I ſhall anſwer the /atter part, in the works 
of our Lord; where he ſays, think not that 
Ian come to deſtroy the law and the pro- 
phets ; I am not come to deſtroy, but to fulfill. + 
But ſome perhaps may ſay in the language of 
the apoſtle, we are delivered from the LAW; 
it is true, but in what ſenſe ?—if you mean 
that believers are delivered from the curſe and 
condemnation of it, we grant it; but if you mean 
that they are delivered from the obſervance of 
it, we deny it: for in that ſenſe, they are ſtil] 
under the /aw to Chriſt ; & and from à prin- 
erple of love to him, are bound to obſerve it in 
their outward deportment, becauſe it ſtill re- 
mains, @ part of God's word. I ſay from a 
pPrincipie of love, for the believer is not ex- 
cited to obedience by the threats of the lau, 
but by the /ove of God, ſhed abroad in his 
heart; || but it is not ſo with the legaliſt, for 
if you conceal from him the threats of the 
law, he will gratify his corrupt inclinations, 
in,/mning and rebelling againſt God: but ſuch 
a man is a total ſtranger to the grace of God, 


S Phil. in. 9. Rom. x. 4. + Matt. v. 17. f Rom, yii. 6. 


$ x Cor, &. 21. J Rom. v. 5. 
and 
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and ſhould he die in ſuch a ſtate, muſt hear 
the ſentence depart from me, for I never knew 
you. But perhaps another may object ſaying, 
what the /aw ſaith, it ſaith to them that are 
under the law; + but believers are not under 
the law, therefore it does not ſpeak to them. 

| Now if you mean that the law does not /peat 
to, or threaten behevers with its cure and con- 
denination, it is granted, for Chriſt was made 
a Curſe for them, * and the behever ſhall not 
come into condemnation. & But can the apoſtle 
mean that the /aw has nothing to ſay to be- 
hevers ? ſurely not, for does not the law 
ſpeak to believers ? when it ſays thou ſhalt not 
kill, thou halt not commit adultery, &c. 
If it does not, David was innocent when he 
committed both, and likewiſe miftaten when 
he ſaid, I have finned againſt the Lord. In 
ſhort; to ſay that the law is totally aboliſhed 
to believers, is in fact to ſay, that believers 
cannot fin : which is contrary to all chriſtian 
expetience, as well as repugnant to the word 
of God. - For what is fin ?—ſtn ſays the a- 
poſtle, is the tranſgreſſion of the lau; * but 
where there is no law, there is no tranſgreſ- 
Hon: ++ if therefore the lau were totally abo- 
fiſhed to believers ; it wou'd be utterly impoſ- 
' # Matt, vii. 23. f Rom. ili. 19.—vi. 14. 1 Gal. iii. 13. 4 Johiwv. 24: 
} Exod. xx, 15, 14. J Sam. xii. 13. % 1 John iii. 4. ft Rom. iv. 15. 
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fible for them to /in; and yet John (when 
writing to he/revers) ſays, if we ſay we have 
no fin, we deceive ourſelves and the truth is not 
in us. * In ſhort, the apoſtle puts this matter 
beyond all doubt with me, where he informs 
us, that WHOSOEVER committeth fin, (whether 
2 believer or an unbeliever) tranſgreſſeth the 
law. + And here let it be remembered alſo, 
that a man's fate makes no alteration in the 
nature of in, for in whomſoever it is found, 
it can never fail of being the object of God's 
Hatred. From what has been ſaid then, we 
may learn, that though believer, are delivered 
(by Chriſt) from the curſe and condemnation of 
the law); yet they are not delivered from the 
obſervance of it, being in that ſenſe, ſtill under 
the law to Chriſt : and if not attended to in 
their outward deportment, but fin be indulged 
by them; he will viſit their franſereſfions with 
a rod, and their iniquity. with firipes : + and 
although God does not chaſtiſe his people by 
way of penalty; yet he does it for their 
profit, and to ſhew his diflike to their Anu 
conduct. 

But to MEI! although God is perfectiy 
- reconciled to all his people in Chriſt, yet there 
'can be no communion between him and them ; 
till che reconcthation becomes mutual. For 


* 3. Joni. 8." + . Ichs in. 4. f Polu lei- 32. 


how 
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how can two walk together except they be a- 
greed ? and the reconciliation will never become 
mutual, till the enmity of the ſinner's heart be 
{ubdued, which is brought about in the work 
of regeneration : in which work men are en- 
tirely paſſive, it being one of thoſe things of 
the ſpirit, which a natural man cannot diſcern; 
and it is not likely that a man ſhould be the 
guthor of a thing, of which he has no know- 
ledge. Beſide were he to know it, he has na 
power to doit; for it is not by might nor 
power, but by my ſpirit, ſaith the Lord of 
Heſts. * Men have no more hand in guickening 
their own ſouls, than Lazarus had in quick- 
ening his body when in the Grave: + for re- 
generation differs from converſion, as the cauſe 
differs from the effet. In regeneration ſpi- 
ritual life | is infuſed ; and in converſion that 


life is exerted. In regeneration God moves to- 


wards the ſinner; but in converſion the inner ' 
moves towards God. Beſide, the nature of the 
work itſelf ſhews it to be beyond the power of 
men to perform; for it is called a new crea- 
tion, and who can create but God ? therefore 
ſays the apoſtle, we are his workmanſhip, ere- 
ated in Chriſt Feſus unto good works ; which 
God hath before ordained that we ſhould wal 
in them. + Here brethren, let us remark the 


Ech, iy. C. Þ John xr, 43» 1 Eph. ll. 20. 
C2 apoſtle's 
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apoſtle's words. God hath before ordained that 
his people ſhould walk in good works; but 


| becauſe of their incapacity while in a ſtate of 
nature to perform them ; therefore it is, that. 
he creates them anew in Chriſt Jeſus unto them, 


or, to enable them to perform them. Hence 
then we may learn, that in regeneration God 
does not mend the corrupt nature or old man; 


| but creates a new one: * in which act men are 


made pertakers of a principle of grace, or, 
what the apoſtle calls the divine nature. + 
From hence, Chriſtian, ariſes your warfare 


within, for the fleſh lufteth againſt the ſpirit, and 


- zbe ſpirit againſt the fleſh, and theſe are contrary 


the one to the other; ſo that ye cannot do the 
things that ye would. * In ſhort, John tells us 
that thoſe who are egen abed ; are born not 


of blood, therefore in vain did the Jews boaſt 


of being Abraham's ſeed ; 5 nor of the will of 
the fleſh, for that is carnal, corrupt and enmi- 
ty to all that is good: nor of the will of man, 
no not of the belt of men, for then a good pa- 
rent would regenerate a child, an huſband a 


wife and the contrary : but we are told, 'tis 


of God; | for he, and he only can perform 


the mighty operation. Now the perſons who 
are thus regenerated, or born of the'ſpirit, are 


r + 2 Pet. i. 4. 1 Gal. v. * John viii. 33s 
15 1 


the 


Ia 1 i. 33. 
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the elect of God. But be it remembered, that 
they were not elected, becauſe regenerated but 
regenerated, becauſe they were elected: and 
when the apoſtle ſays, give diligence to make 
your calling and election ſure; & we are not to 
underſtand, that they can be made more ſure 
with God ; being both, not according to our 
works, but according to his purpoſe and 
grace, + which cannot be fruſtrated. Nor are 
theſe to be made ſure, by the believer to him- 
ſelf ; for though an aſſurance of them may be 
attained by him, yet it is not 4zs work, but 
the work of the ſpirit, to aſſure him of his 
calling and election of God. But diligence is to 
be uſed dy him, to make his calling and elec- 
tion ſure to others, which he may do, by con- 
verſing with them about the work of grace in 
his heart ; as he may alſo, by his works of 
faith and labors of love. | 

This work commences, at the time when 
God firſt quickens the ſinner: ꝙ which may be 
called a time of /ove, inaſmuch as it ſprings 
from, and is a manifeſtation of that great love, 
wherewith he hath loved him. But previous 
to this ac, men are dead in treſpaſſes and fins ; 
viz. they are dead to all ſpiritual things, for 
they have no more knowledge of them, love 
for them, will to them, or power to perform 


2 Pet, i. 10. f 2 Tim. i. 9. 11 Theſ. i. 3 $ Eph. ii. 1. 
NY them, 
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them, than a dead man has the common func- 
tions of life. But in the work of regeneration 
a principle of Jfe is given; in conſequence 
of which, they begin to ſee their ſinful ſtate 
and condition; for when RE (the ſpirit) is 
come, he ſhall reprove, or convince men of /r, 
original and actual, of finful thoughts, words 
and deeds: of righteouſneſs, of the inſutici- 
ency of their own righteouſneſs for their Hu- 
fication before God, and the ſuitableneſs of 
Chriſt's righteouſneſs, for that purpole, Of 


judgment, that there will be one, at which 


they muſt be preſent, and in which there will 
be no ſtanding, but in the righteouſneſs of 
Chrif. * He brings them alſo to feel their 
guilt ; and to acknowledge with David; ine 
antiquities are gone over my bead, as an heavy bur + 
den, they are too beavy for me, + on which they 
begin to breathe in prayer, the language of the 
publican ; Gad be merciful to me a finner ; ꝓ and 
with David of old, Lord pardon my iniquity for. 
a is great: & and thus alſo it is ſaid of Saul 
after he was regenerated, behold be prayeth. || 
duch breathe after more &nowlegge of Chriſt, 
communion with him, and the diſcoveries of 
his pardoning love to them. And what fur-. 
ther proves, and manifeſts 4% in thoſe who, 


John xvi. 8. + Palm xxxviii. 4. 1 Luke xvii. 13. F Pal. xxv. x1. 
; b Adds ix. 11. WT 
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ate regenerated is, their craving after ſpiritual 
food: for /ike new born babes, they defire the 
fincere milk of the word, that they may grow 
thereby. * Such alſo, hunger and thirſt after 
righteouſneſs, are pronounced bleſſed, and are 
told that they ſhall be filled: + they can ſay 
alſo with David; as the Hart panteth after the 
water-brooks, ſo panteth my ſoul, after thee, O 
God. t And when the /þirit takes off the 
things of Chrift, and makes known to ſuch their 
intereſt in them; then they can ſing with 
David, bleſs the Lord O my foul, and forget not 
all bis benefits, who fot giveth all thine iniquities, 
who healeth all thy diſeaſes : who redeemeth thy 
life from deſtruction, and crowneth thee with lov- 
ing kindneſs and tender mercy. 8 
Hence thoſe who before were haters of God; 
can how ſay by happy experience, we love 
him becauſe be firſt loved us: || thoſe who for- 
merly hated the ſervice of God; are now glad 
when any ſay to them, let us go into the 
houſe of the Lord ; C thofe who before hated 
the perfons, company and converſation of the 
- people of Gd; can now fay, that being paſſed 
from death unto life, we love the brethren :*® 
and thoſe whoſe carnal minds were enmity 
to the word of God ; can now ſay with David; 
® x Pet. ii. 2. + Matt. v. 6. t Palm xlii. 1. 5 Pſalm ciii. 2, 3, 4. 
r John iv. 19. C Plan i. 1. % x John if, 14. 
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thy words are ſweeter to me, than honey to 
my mouth: and with the ap,; I delight in 
the /aw of God, after the inward man. * 
Thus it is, that by the work of the ſpirit in 
regeneration ; a reconciliation is brought about 
on the „inner t part, and he made willing to be 
ſaved by Chriſt only. Then it is that the re- 
conciliation becomes mutual; and the two, 
{viz..God and the Man who is regenerated, ) 
can WALK TOGETHER; becauſe they are agreed. 
Having thus ſhewn the necgſity and nature 
of reconciliation, we proceed, 
III. To take notice of the privilege ariſing 
therefrom ; which is that of communion with 
God. Now communion with God, is expreſſed 
in his word by walking with him. + And this 
indeed is what is implied in the words of my 
text ; for if two cannot walk together except 
they be agreed, that implies that they can % 
wall, when a reconciliation takes place between 


them. This Brethren is that, for which every 


regenerated man is qualified, as will appear ob- 
vious, by the following remarks. It is 
well known that walking being an action, re- 
quires /ife to perform it; for this reaſon it is, 
that a man who is dead in trefpaſles and ſins, 
cannot perform the action of walking with 
God: but the believer is paſſed from death to 


5 Pſalm cxix/ 103. Rom. vii. 22. + Gen, vi. 9. 


life 
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life, and is ſo far qualified for the 10914; of 
which I am about to ſpeak. Again we may re- 
mark, that wa/king is an ation which requires 
light ; becauſe he that walketh in darkneſs; 
knoweth not whither he goeth : and this is 
the condition of a men by nature; but the 
man who is regenerated, is turned from dart 
neſs to light, and he who was ſometimes darks 
ne/3, is now made igt in the Lord: and ean ſeg 
to wall, as do the children of light, * 

We may obſerve alſo; that thoſe who are 
engaged in wa/krng, require flrength of body i 
ſo alſo do thoſe who walk with God, ſtand in 
need of ffrengrh of foul ; and although the 
Chriſtian is weak in 4:m/e//, yet he is ſtrong 
in the grace which is in Chrift Feſus ; + and 
is thereby qualified to walk with his God. 
But again let it be remarked, that wa/king is 
an action that requites liberty; therefore our 
Lord having raiſed Lazarus, ſaid, /ooſe him,; 
and let him go. 4 So alſo, it is not only ne- 
'+ ceffary that our fouls ſhould be gquichened, but 
that our fetters of guilt ſhould be taken off; 
and we enjoy the /iberty of the goſpel; in order 
that we might walk comfortably with God. 
It is alſo neceſſary that the parties who walk 
together, ſhould be of the fame nature, mind 
and diſpoſition : for this reaſon it is, that in 

rh, v. 8, f 2 Tim. ii, 1. J John xi. 44. 
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regeneration, men are made partakets of the 
divine nature: not the nature, eſſence, or attri- 
gutes of God, for they are incommunicable z 
but that which is wrought in the belzever, 
bears a reſemblance, or likenefs to the divine 
nature; for the new man, ſays the apoſtle, after 
God, is created in r:ghteouſneſs and true Holi- 
neſs : and in the mage of him that created 
him. “ And as there is in every believer a 
likeneſs of nature, fo alfo there is in mind and 
difpofition ; for ſaith the apoſtle, we have the 
mind of Chrift. F—But in order to walk com- 
fortably : it is neceſſary we ſhould have ſome 
Anowledge of thoſe with whom we walk; in 
this reſpect alſo, the Chriſtian is qualified to 
walk with God: for he knows HIM, the on- 
Ty true God: he knows Chrift, and the power 
of his refurrection, and is aequainted alſo with 
the ſpirit, in his convincing, enlightening, com- 
Forting, and ſanctiſying influences. Let it be 
remarked allo, that in order to enjoy a walk, 
it is neceflary that there ſhould be a mutual 


love between the parties: and thus it is with 


God and his people, he loves them with an 
cuerlaſting love, and when in the work of re- 
generation, the /ave of God is ſhed abroad in 
their Hearts, they are conftrained to love him 34 


1 


* 2Pet. i. 4. Eph. iv. 26. Col. ii. 16. f 1 Cor. its 16. 
1 Jer. xxxi. 3. 4 Cor, v. 14. 
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and then it is, that they enjoy their walk with 
God. - But in order to walk comfortably, we 
ſhall find it neceſſary to put ſome confidence, or 
truſt in thoſe with wham we walk ; and this 
alſo is what the Chriſtian does ; "1 finds it 
better to truſt in the Lord, than to put confi- 
dence in man; and is determined with Job of 
old, though he flay me, yet will I truſt in him. 
Now as believers are thus qualified for commu- 
nian with God; ſo alſo do they (when faith 
is in lively r enjoy it. They have el. 
fowſhip or communion with the Father; ＋ 


who hath bleſſed them with all ſpiritual 5457. 


fings in Chriſt, and as ſuch, has choſen them 
to holineſs and bappineſs ;' therefore it is, that 


he who is the Father of mercies and God of all 


comfort regexerates them; then they apply ta 


him as their covENANT Go and FATHER in 


Chriſt, through whom they have acceſs to him, 
and call upon him for all they want, and he 
freely beſtows it through Chriſt upon them. 
And when the ſpirit of God witneſſes to them 
their adoption, then they are conttrained to lay 
with John, behold what manner of eve the 
Father hath beſtowed upon us; that we ſhould 
be called the ſons of God. 1 They have like. 
wiſe /e//awſhip or communion with the Sox ; 
which is what they are particularly catt. 
Peil. exyiii., 9, Job xiii. 15. + 2 John i, 3. 1 + John ik 2. 
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ed unto. * This fellowſhip lays in the com- th 
munication of grace 2 them; for he being ful? he 
/ grace, out of his /a/neſs it is, that all thoſe G. 
who are regenerated, receive grace for grace, ly 
and are conſtantly ſupplied therewith, all the 15 


while they are in this world: for the water as 
that he gives them, ſhall be in them, a well of ip 
water, ſpringing up to everlaſling hfe. + On Bi 
him alſo, they exerciſe that grace which is giv- G 
en them ; for by fanh it is, they Took ro, an 
and receive him as their propher, prieſt and a 
king by it, they reſt on his So and righte- to 
oufn 72 for pardon and acceptance: and by it 

alſo it is, they enjoy peace with God, through P* 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. Heis likewiſe the au- a 


ther, and object of their Hope: in him they re- 
ſoice all the N and in his righteouſne/5 they 
are exalted. 4 + They have alſo feHowſhip with 
him i in the means of grace, and fit down under 
his ſhadow with great delight, and his fruit is 
ſweet to their taſte, Hence we may ſee, that 
there is a mutual communion or fellowſhip be- 
tween him and thoſe who are regenerated; 
for be ſups with them, and they with him. $—. 
But believers have alſo communion with the Ba- 
ly ghoſt, || in his gifts and graces to them which 
they exerc:/e under his influence. Faith is of 


- 1 Cor. i. 75 t I John iv. 14. T Pfal. lxxxix. 16. Ker. ili. 20, 1 5 
EY | 2 Cor. xi. 14. 
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the operation of the ſpirit, for which reaſon 
he is called the irit of fuith. * The love of 
God is ſhed abroad in their hearts by the Ho- 
ly ghoſt, which is given unto them. + He alfa 
is the ſpirit of grace and /upplication ; as well 
as the ſpirit of adoption, to witneſs with their 
ſpirits, that they are the chi/aren of God. 4— 
But we may obſerve allo, that to walk with 
God, is to walk agreeable to his word and or- 
dinances, without which, there can be no com- 
muniou enjoyed by us; for if we walk contrary 
to him, he ali vi walk contrary to us. 5 
But let us attend a little now, to the pro- 
perties of this walk with God.—And iſt. It is 
a walk by jauh, agreeable to the apoſtle's 
words, we walk by faith, not by fight : || and 
the church while coming up from the wider- 
neſs, is repreſented as Eu ning. or reſting by 
faith upon her beloved. C—24. It is a peaceable 
walk ; for the Lord will bleſs his people with 
peace: ** nay he will keep them in perfe# 
peace, whoſe minds are #ay'd on him. T — 3d. 
It is an Humble walk; for thoſe who are under 
the 'teaching of God's ſpirit, are brought to a 
ſenſe of their own ignorance, weakneſs and 
unworthineſs ; under which they walk Sum- 
bly with their God: wholly dependant on him 
# 2 Cor. iv. 13. + Rom. v. 5. 1 Rom, vil. 16.4 Lev. xxvi, 23, 24. 3 
h 2 Cor. v. 7. © Song v. 8, *+ Pal, xxix, 11. f Ifai, xxvi. 3. 
for 


39 RECONCILIATION AND C@MMUNION 


for wiſdam, and grace to help in every time of 
need. —4th. The chriſtian's walk with God is 
an honeſt walk ; and here we may remark, that 
though every Honeſt man is not a chriſtian, yet 
every chriſtian is certainly Hon in his princi- 
ple and diſpoſition ; which is manifeſted in 


the fame church and perſuaſion with himſelf, 
but likewiſe towards them that are withaut. * 


sth. It is alſo a ſure and ſafe walk; for he. 


that walketh uprightly walketh /urely ; + and 
we are told, the Lord. preſerveth all them, 
that'/ove him: and that they that traut in the 
Lord, ſhall be as Mount Zion, waich cannot 
be remaved, but abidetb for ever; I viz. in the 
covenant of grace, in the bands of Chriſt; in a 
ſtate of favor with God, and in a ſtate of par- 
don and juſtification before him. | 
Thus then have I endeavoured to ſhew-as 
was propoſed, the necgſity, nature and privi- 
Age, of reconciliation with Gad. And from the 
whole, we may learn firf, the awful ſtate and 
condition of thoſe who are enemies to God, —. 
Sinners, what can you expect? your pre- 
ſent diſpoſition of mind forbids you the enjoy- 
ment of God, as alſo does the word of Gd in 
various parts of the ſame; and dying ſo, you 
muſt at laſt be 7reated as enemies, of whom 


© x Theſ, iv. 12. + Prov. x. 9. T Pfal. cxxy. . 
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his walking honeſtly, not only towards thoſe of 
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the judge will ſay, But tbeſe mine enemies that 
would not that I ſhould reign over tbem. 
bring them hither' and ſlay them before me. * 
But on the contrary whoſoever are willing to 
be ſaved by Cbriſt only; he himſelf hath de- 
clared for the encouragement of ſuch, in 
that cometh to me; I will in no wiſe caſt out; + 
We may learn, ſecondly, the abſolute neceſſity 
of the work of Chrift, without which we mult 
have remained in the ruins of the /all, and 
have ſuffered and that juſtly, the puniſbment 
due to our fins, but bleſſed be God, he res 
membered us in our /ow eſtate, I The Father 
remembered to /ove his people, as well as to 
chooſe and bleſs them in Chriſt, with all /piri- 
tual bleſſings: The Son remembered his cove- 
nant engagements with his Father ; which 
with the /ove that he bore towards his people. 
led him in the fulneſt of time, to come and 
work out a righteoufneſs for their juſtification 
and acceptance before God : and to ſuffer death 
in order to pay off the whole of that debt, 
which was, or would be contracted by them, 
to the lateſt moment of time: by which 
he redeemed them out of the hand of juſtice, 


from the cure and condemnation of a broken 
law; and made peace on God's part, by the blood 


of his croſs : which peace is as /afting as it is 


# Luke A. 27. + Johin vi, 37s 1 Plalm xxvi. 23. 
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Banorable._ We may leatn thirdly, theabſolute 
neceflity af the wort of the /pirit in our hearts: 
who likewiſe remembers to quicken thoſe Wb 
are the objects of the Father's love, and the 
Son's redemption ; he enlightens their under- 
ſtandings, ſhews them the want of, and leads 
them to Crit, for pardon, righteouſneſs; 


and eternal life. He regenzerates their fouls, 


by whieh they become reconciled ta God, wile 
ling to be ſaved by Chriſt az/y, and meet ta 
walk with God 4ere, and to enjoy him heres 
after. _We may learn fourthly,” the Chriſtian's 
glorious and honorable privilege, namely that 
of walking with God, on which his preſent 
peace and happineis depends, as appears by the 
reſtleſs ſtate and condition of the Church in 
a time of darkneſs. * 

O Chriftian, walk ce with your Gods ir in 
his ordinances; for although the means of grace 
are not ſea! /aving 5 yet the grace eonveyed 
through them is u ftrengtbening.— Finally 
Brethren, keep cloſe to the word of God; give 
up no truth which is contained therein, ho- 
ever contrary it may be to corrupt nature. Em- 
brate it as a lamp to your feet, and 2 AHgbt un- 
to your path: + and as many as walk accord< 


| ing to this RULE, pence be on them and merey, 


and upon the "10 Bt 5 of GOD. 


Song in 4. exix. 103. 
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